
Alexander the Great, 356-23 





            ALEXANDER the GREAT 
 

  359                     Philip Crowned 

       356                     Alexander born 

                                    Aristotle tutors 

 

             338                              Battle of Chaeronea 

                                 Thebes defeated 

 

         337                              League of Corinth 

 

               336                               Philip assassinated,  

                                              Alexander king (20) 

                                              



 

Son of Zeus-Ammon;  Alexandria founded 

       331      Babylon 

       330      Persepolis 

                   Alex. Emperor 

                   Death of Darius 

                   Afghanistan, Bactria, Pakistan      -- 

Roxanne 

       327      Khyber Pass > India 

                       Men stop in India 

       326      Hydaspes River Battle/elephants 

                    wounded 

       324      return to Susa 

       323      Death 

 

Egypt – Ptlomey 

Mesopotamia/Syria – Seleucid 

Asia Minor -- Antigonids 



Youth 

Phillip Aristotle 



Persian Empire 



• Alexander the Great and the Situation 

... the Great? Crash Course World 

History #8  

• CrashCourse  

• Start 2:00 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCX6b17PVsYBQ0ip5gyeme-Q


Alexander Enters Babylon Part I - Alexander 2004 - Full HD 

 







Gordium Knot 







Alexander as Amun-(Zeus) 





Persepolis 



Alexander Dies 323 BC 

• What to do? 

– Philip III Arrhidaeus (unfit to rule)  

– Roxanne (Raoxshna) 

– Alexander IV (not yet born, 323-309) 

– Or the Generals?  

• Ptolemy 

• Seleucus 

• Antigonus 

Finally Roxanne, Philip Aridaeus and Alexander IV murdered 

The Generals made king by acclimation 

Cult of the Individual 



Ptolemaic 

     Egypt 

Seleucid Kingdom 

Antigonid 

  Macedonia 
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Characteristics of the Hellenistic Age 
• Urbanism: 

– The Polis gives way to Mega-opolis (Alexandria, Rhodes, Antioch) 

• Internationalism 
– Trade and the Koine; banking, insurance, new businesses 

– new mobility=a certain angst =very modern sense of alienation    

– novels deal with the  

     unpredictability of fortune (tyche)—separation of couples (Ethiopian) 

 philosophy becomes Cynics,  Epicurianism (avoid pain) or Stoicism  

 idea that we are all “brothers” Sooo people turn to 

• Religion, magic/astrology, eroticism 

• Individualism 
– Seen in the arts (sculpture) 

• Real Science and math 

• Replace Democracy with monarchy 
– By acclamation, so one does not need royal blood, 

– Successful generals become the norm 



The Western Tradition: Alexander the Great 

13:00 





Alexandria 

Library reconstructed left 

Lighthouse reconstructed below 









Fresco from Stabaie 

Botticelli-Primavera 



New Religions 

• Mystery religions gain ground: 

– From Egypt: Serapis, Isis 

– From Anatolia: Cybele 

– From Syria: Aphrodite (Ishtar) 

– From Greece: Dionysius 

– From Persia: Mithra 

 

All offer a happy Afterlife as a consequence of a 
“union” with God, ie. Through bread and wine 









Hellenistic Art 

emotion 



motion 



Classical Greek vs Hellenistic 





Renaissance-perfect                                 Baroque-motion, emotion, and clothes 











Euclid 

 

 

Archimedes   

 

 

 



Eratosthenes, 200 BCE 



Antikythera mechanism 
 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e8/Antikythera_mechanism.svg


Characteristics of the Hellenistic Age 
• Urbanism: 

– The Polis gives way to Mega-opolis (Alexandria, Rhodes, Antioch) 

• Internationalism 
– Trade and the Koine; banking, insurance, new businesses 

– new mobility=a certain angst =very modern sense of alienation    

– novels deal with the  

     unpredictability of fortune (tyche)—separation of couples (Ethiopian) 

 philosophy becomes Cynics,  Epicurianism (avoid pain) or Stoicism  

 idea that we are all “brothers” Sooo people turn to 

• Religion, magic/astrology, eroticism 

• Individualism 
– Seen in the arts (sculpture) 

• Real Science and math 

• Replace Democracy with monarchy 
– By acclamation, so one does not need royal blood, 

– Successful generals become the norm 





41. 



42. 


